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Document title Draft supporting document for the updated BSAP related to the Maritime Group 
Code 3-1 
Category DEC 
Agenda Item Update of the Baltic Sea Action Plan 
Submission date 25.3.2021 
Submitted by Secretariat 
Reference  

Background 
As outlined in the workplan for the BSAP update, the HELCOM Working Groups will in spring 2021 collect 
additional information for the actions planned to be included to the updated BSAP. HOD 59-2020 agreed that 
such additional information include, for example, the possible effect of the action, relevant pressures and 
activities targeted by the actions and the implementing entity. The additional information is planned to be 
used to support the implementation of the actions as well as the follow-up. It had originally been envisaged 
that the additional information on actions would be included in an Annex to the BSAP, however, HELCOM 
42-2021 agreed that this information will be presented as a supporting document for the HELCOM Ministerial 
Meeting on 20 October 2021 to provide context for and support the implementation and follow up of the 
actions.  

MARITIME 20-2020 considered the first draft for the Annex of the updated BSAP related to the Working 
Group, as presented in MARITIME 20-2020 document 3-8, including only existing actions which were agreed 
in principle by HOD 58-2020 to be included in the updated BSAP. The annex to the present document contains 
an updated supporting document for the BSAP update with all the draft actions relevant for the Working 
Group as well as draft additional information on the type, rationale, potential effect, implementing entity 
(national or joint), overseeing Working Group/Expert Group and indicator for achievement prepared by the 
Secretariat. It is to be noted that HELOM 42-2021 agreed that there is no need to collect information on the 
potential effect for the actions that are categorized as supporting actions.  

The additional information associated with the actions is mainly derived from synopses (for proposed new 
actions only) and comments made during past meetings where the actions have been considered (e.g. 
Working Group, Expert Group and Segment Team meetings). The Meeting will be invited to develop the 
information further and finalize it for review by HOD 60-2021.  

A draft list of pressures and activities was sent via email in the beginning of February to all HELCOM Working 
Groups for intersessional review. The reviewed list will be used by all Working Groups to link the activities 
and pressures to the actions. The attached annex links the relevant activities and pressures to the actions by 
utilizing the list of activities and pressures reviewed by HELCOM Working Groups intersessionally. The list is 
included as an Excel attachment. 

It should be noted that currently some of the actions set out in the annex are drafts still under development. 
The actions relevant for the Maritime Working Group have been considered by the Segment Teams on Sea-
based activities (actions coded either SE for existing actions or SN for new actions). The Segment Team agreed 
that the formulation of some of the actions is already satisfactory (coloured green in the attached document) 
and agreed that the next meetings will focus on the actions that need further work (coloured yellow). Actions 
that are not coloured in green or yellow have not yet been considered by the Segment Team. Based on the 
proposal by the Segment Team, the actions coloured green in this document have been in principle agreed 
to be included in the updated BSAP by HELCOM 42-2021. It is to be noted that that DG BSAP SEA 3-2021 (9 
April 2021) is expected to continue drafting all actions that are not green. However, small changes in the 
actions during the drafting process are not expected to have a large impact on the additional information 
collected. 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/RESPONSE%2028-2020-743/MeetingDocuments/3-1%20Updated%20Work%20Plan%20for%20the%20BSAP%20update.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/MARITIME%2020-2020-787/MeetingDocuments/3-8%20Draft%20Annex%20to%20the%20sea-based%20activities%20segment%20of%20the%20BSAP.pdf
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The target years for the actions that will eventually be included in the supporting document will not be 
considered by this Meeting but by meetings of the DG BSAP Segment Team for sea-based activities. 

 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to: 

− consider the further developed draft supporting document for the updated BSAP relevant to the 
Maritime Working Group, prepared by the Secretariat; and 

− finalize the supporting document for approval by HELCOM HOD 60-2021. 
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Table 1. Draft supporting document for the updated BSAP including actions related to the Maritime Working Group.  

Code Action Type of 
action 

Rationale Potential effect 
(if available) 

Implem
ented 
by 

Over-seeing 
WG/EG 

Indicator for 
achievement 

Activities Pressures 

Discharges from offshore platforms 
SE01 Update the Action Plan for the 

protection of the environment from 
offshore platforms to put into 
practice the “zero-discharge” 
principle in respect of all chemicals 
and substances used and produced 
during the operation of offshore 
platforms by [2026].  
 
(Proposal by DG BSAP SEA 2-2021) 

Measure The Action Plan for the protection of 
the environment from offshore 
platforms to apply a “zero-
discharge” principle for the offshore 
platforms in the Baltic Sea was 
agreed as part of the 2007 BSAP. 
HELCOM 31-2010 adopted a system 
of “red” and “black” chemicals with 
discharge prohibited from offshore 
platforms The list is set out in 
HELCOM 31-2020 document 3-1 
Corr. where it is stated that could 
still be revised and amended, if 
necessary, and should not be 
treated as an ultimate list. If new 
chemical substances occur, they 
shall be evaluated and classified 
accordingly.  

Decommissioning of offshore 
platforms is included in the scope of 
this measure through provisions in 
Annex VI of the Helsinki Convention, 
Regulation 8, and the Offshore 
Action Plan itself. 

Discharges or oil and 
chemicals from 
offshore platforms 
eliminated.  

Joint Maritime HELCOM Offshore 
Action Plan updated 
to include zero 
discharge principle for 
all chemicals.  

Extraction 
of oil and 
gas, 
including 
infrastructu
re (e.g. 
pipelines). 

Input of PBDEs 
 
Input of PCBs 
 
Input of PFSAs 
 
Input of other 
substances (e.g. 
synthetic 
substances, non-
synthetic 
substances, 
radionuclides) — 
diffuse sources, 
point sources, 
atmospheric 
deposition, acute 
events 
 
Input of organic 
matter — diffuse 
sources and point 
sources 
 
Input of heavy 
metals 

Maritime safety 
SN01/
SN03 

Ensure the completion of the re-
surveys for Cat. III areas near shore 
and other areas used typically for 
safe boating, environmental 
protection, GIS data purposes and oil 
recovery contingency by the time 
specified in the revised BSHC 
HELCOM Re-Survey Scheme. 
 
(Proposal by the Secretariat after 
HOD 59-2020) 

Supportin
g action 

Systematic re-surveying of major 
shipping routes and ports in the 
region according to the HELCOM-
BSHC Re-survey Scheme aimed at 
ensuring that safety of navigation 
in the Baltic Sea region is not 
endangered by inadequate source 
information. All Category (CAT) III 
areas, covering other areas than 
CAT I and II which are not primarily 
for safety of navigation purposes, 

 Joint Maritime, 
SAFE NAV 

All Cat. III areas have 
been re-surveyed. 

Transport – 
shipping 
(incl. 
anchoring, 
mooring) 

Accidental 
pollution from 
maritime activities 
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Code Action Type of 
action 

Rationale Potential effect 
(if available) 

Implem
ented 
by 

Over-seeing 
WG/EG 

Indicator for 
achievement 

Activities Pressures 

e.g. for environmental protection 
as well as flood prevention and oil 
recovery contingency have not yet 
been re-surveyed. 
 
Accurate and reliable full bottom 
coverage / full seafloor search of 
surveys allow for more flexible 
route planning, more precise 
navigation and more flexibility to 
utilise the increased loading of 
ships, and thus increasing the 
economic efficiency of shipping.  

 
During the re-surveys, critical new 
shallows or shoals not previously 
known are found allowing 
appropriate actions to be taken. 
 

SE02 Take actions to ensure the 
completion of the re-surveys for CAT. 
I and II areas used by navigation by 
2030 at the latest. 
 
(Version for HOD 59-2020) 

Supportin
g action 

Systematic re-surveying of major 
shipping routes and ports in the 
region according to the HELCOM-
BSHC Re-survey Scheme aimed at 
ensuring that safety of navigation 
in the Baltic Sea region is not 
endangered by inadequate source 
information. 
 
All areas used for navigation 
(Category, CAT, I and II) have not 
yet been re-surveyed (86% by 
August 2019). 
 
Re-surveys will cover areas used by 
shipping where old or otherwise 
inadequate depth information 
currently exists and leads to safer 
shipping and boating, increases the 
protection of the marine 
environment as well as flood 

 Joint Maritime, 
SAFE NAV 

All CAT. I and II areas 
have been re-
surveyed 

Transport – 
shipping 
(incl. 
anchoring, 
mooring) 

Accidental 
pollution from 
maritime activities 
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Code Action Type of 
action 

Rationale Potential effect 
(if available) 

Implem
ented 
by 

Over-seeing 
WG/EG 

Indicator for 
achievement 

Activities Pressures 

prevention and oil recovery 
contingency.  

 
Accurate and reliable full bottom 
coverage / full seafloor search of 
surveys allow for more flexible 
route planning, more precise 
navigation and more flexibility to 
utilise the increased loading of 
ships, and thus increasing the 
economic efficiency of shipping.  

 
During the re-surveys, critical new 
shallows or shoals not previously 
known are found allowing 
appropriate actions to be taken. 

SE04 Further strengthen co-operation with 
IMO in the field of safety of 
navigation and take follow-up actions 
for strengthening regional 
cooperation in maritime safety in the 
framework of the HELCOM Maritime 
Group and the SAFE NAV Expert 
Group and consider the appropriate 
forms for this cooperation, 
recognizing the need for the 
exchange of technical expertise in 
the field of maritime safety, 
especially in risk assessment to avoid 
shipping accidents in the Baltic Sea, 
and taking into account the work of 
IMO. 
 
(Version for HOD 59-2020) 

Supportin
g action 

Numerous measures to improve 
maritime safety have been 
implemented in different parts of 
the Baltic Sea, including routing 
measures and new ship reporting 
systems as agreed e.g. in the 2001 
HELCOM Copenhagen Declaration. 
However, increasing maritime 
traffic and associated risks call for 
further, improved and tailor-made 
safety and environmental risk 
reduction procedures. It is 
recognized that IMO is the body 
regulating navigational safety. It 
has further been recognized that 
close and enhanced cooperation 
and especially exchange of 
technical expertise on navigational 
safety is needed in the Baltic Sea. 
 
The appropriate forms for this 
cooperation should be considered 
by SAFE NAV and Maritime, 
recognizing the need for the 

 Joint Maritime, 
SAFE NAV 

Ongoing action.  Transport – 
shipping 
(incl. 
anchoring, 
mooring) 

Accidental 
pollution from 
maritime activities 
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Code Action Type of 
action 

Rationale Potential effect 
(if available) 

Implem
ented 
by 

Over-seeing 
WG/EG 

Indicator for 
achievement 

Activities Pressures 

exchange of technical expertise in 
the field of maritime safety, 
especially in risk assessment to 
avoid shipping accidents in the 
Baltic Sea, and taking into account 
the work of IMO. 

SE05 Continue close technical cooperation 
with EMSA including collection and 
analysis of maritime data relevant for 
the development of safer shipping in 
the Baltic Sea, such as EMCIP and 
data including drug/alcohol abuse as 
a cause of accidents [as well as data 
on linked environmental impacts (oils 
spill, loss of containers, …)]. 
 
(Proposal at DG BSAP 5-2021) 

Supportin
g action 

Comprehensive data, and analysis 
of the data, on shipping accidents 
and their causes is needed for the 
planning of appropriate measures 
aiming at decreasing the number, 
risk and impact of accidents.  

 Joint Maritime, 
SAFE NAV 

Ongoing action Transport – 
shipping 
(incl. 
anchoring, 
mooring) 

Accidental 
pollution from 
maritime activities 

SE06 Further work with regard to the 
regional HELCOM AIS system and also 
new systems such as VDES and other 
e-navigation services in order to 
increase safety of navigation and gain 
environmental benefits. 
 
(Proposal by the Secretariat after 
HOD 59-2020) 

Supportin
g action 

Data on ship movements in the 
Baltic Sea can be used for various 
purposes aiming at inter alia 
increasing maritime safety, 
decrease accidents and accidental 
pollution incidents, prosecute 
offenders, and collection of 
fisheries data. The HELCOM AIS 
system benefits from continuous 
development and new systems, 
such as VHF Data Exchange System 
(VDES) and other e-navigation 
services should be explored in 
order to improve data availability 
and comprehensiveness.  

 Joint MARITIME, 
AIS EWG 

Improved data on ship 
movements and use 
of such data, e.g. 
through making use of 
VDES or other e-
navigation services.  

Transport – 
shipping 
(incl. 
anchoring, 
mooring) 

Accidental 
pollution from 
maritime activities 

Non-indigenous species 
SN02 Work for the harmonized 

implementation of the International 
Maritime Organization (IMO) 
Biofouling Guidelines and Guidance, 
taking into account e.g. the proposed 
Biofouling Management Roadmap, 

Measure Biofouling is one of the main 
vectors for introductions of non-
indigenous species to the Baltic 
Sea. However, no international 
regulations exist to reduce such 
introductions. The proposed 
HELCOM Biofouling Roadmap can 

Harmonized 
implementation of 
the IMO Biofouling 
Guidelines and its 
possible future 
developments would 
reduce the risk of 

Joint/ 
National  

Maritime, 
JTG 
BALLAST & 
BIOFOULIN
G 

Harmonized 
implementation of the 
IMO Biofouling 
Guidelines and 
Guidance in the Baltic 
Sea.  

Transport – 
shipping 
(incl. 
anchoring, 
mooring) 

Input or spread of 
non-indigenous 
species 
 
Input of heavy 
metals 
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Code Action Type of 
action 

Rationale Potential effect 
(if available) 

Implem
ented 
by 

Over-seeing 
WG/EG 

Indicator for 
achievement 

Activities Pressures 

and further contribute to the work 
carried out in IMO.  
 
(Proposal by the Secretariat after 
HOD 59-2020) 

be seen as a tool for harmonized 
implementation of the IMO 
Biofouling Guidelines and 
Guidance, taking into account the 
conditions in the Baltic Sea. It was 
also noted that the Biofouling 
Roadmap can support the work in 
IMO to review the Biofouling 
Guidelines. 

spreading non-
indigenous fouling 
organisms in the 
Baltic Sea and 
beyond.  

SE07 Establishment [by 2024] and 
subsequent implementation of the 
early warning system in case of the 
introduction of invasive species in 
ports. 
 
(Version for HOD 59-2020) 

Measure An EWS facilitates timely 
communication of findings of 
non-indigenous species (NIS) to 
all relevant authorities in the 
Baltic Sea region and 
international shipping in the 
Baltic Sea.  
 

The measure will 
facilitate informed 
and quick decision-
making in order to 
minimize further 
introductions of NIS 
and undertake 
possible 
eradication 
measures. 

Joint/ 
National 

Maritime, 
JTG 
BALLAST & 
BIOFOULIN
G 

EWS established. Transport – 
shipping 
(incl. 
anchoring, 
mooring) 

Input or spread of 
non-indigenous 
species 
 
 

SE08 Implementation of the Joint 
Harmonised Procedure for the 
Contracting Parties of OSPAR and 
HELCOM on the granting of 
exemptions under the BWM 
Convention, Regulation A-4, and 
keep the Ballast Water Risk 
Assessment Tool up to date with data 
from conducted port surveys. 
 
(Version for HOD 59-2020) 

Supportin
g action 

The JHP and RA Tool provide the 
means for a harmonized and 
informed decision making in 
granting exemptions in accordance 
with the BWM Convention. 
Harmonization is important in 
order to maintain a level playing 
field among HELCOM and OSPAR 
Contracting Parties, while ensuring 
that exemptions do not increase 
the risk of species invasions and at 
the same time taking a pragmatic 
approach from the point of view of 
the shipping industry. Furthermore, 
up to date data in the RA Tool is 
essential for making informed 
decisions on exemptions.  

 Joint/ 
National 

Maritime, 
JTG 
BALLAST & 
BIOFOULIN
G 

Ongoing action Transport – 
shipping 
(incl. 
anchoring, 
mooring) 

Input or spread of 
non-indigenous 
species 
 
 
 

SE09 Promote the development [and use] 
of effective, environmentally 

Supportin
g action 

Biofouling is one of the main 
vectors for introductions of non-

 Joint/ 
National 

Maritime, 
JTG 

Ongoing action Transport – 
shipping 

Input or spread of 
non-indigenous 
species 
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Code Action Type of 
action 

Rationale Potential effect 
(if available) 

Implem
ented 
by 

Over-seeing 
WG/EG 

Indicator for 
achievement 

Activities Pressures 

sustainable biofouling management 
techniques and antifouling systems 
on ships and pleasure craft, including 
biocide-free alternatives to prevent 
biofouling by supporting related R&D 
activities in the region. 
 
(Proposal by DG BSAP SEA 2-2021) 

indigenous species to the Baltic 
Sea. However, no international 
regulations exist to reduce such 
introduction. Also, apart from 
international regulations 
prohibiting the use of organotin 
compounds and cybutryne in 
antifouling systems (AFS), there are 
no agreements on which biofouling 
management techniques or AFS are 
considered the most appropriate 
and effective. 

BALLAST & 
BIOFOULIN
G 

(incl. 
anchoring, 
mooring) 

 
Input of heavy 
metals 
 
 

SE10 Continue close cooperation with 
OSPAR on the implementation of the 
BWM Convention and the issue of 
biofouling management at the 
regional and inter-regional level. 
 
(Proposal by the Secretariat after 
HOD 59-2020) 

Supportin
g action 

In order to effectively prevent 
introductions of non-indigenous 
species (NIS) to the Baltic Sea, 
coordinated implementation of the 
BWM Convention and biofouling 
management measures is needed 
between HELCOM and OSPAR. The 
SOM analysis shows that NIS that 
have been introduced in the North 
Sea pose a significant risk of 
invading also the Baltic Sea.  

 Joint Maritime, 
JTG 
BALLAST & 
BIOFOULIN
G 

Ongoing action Transport – 
shipping 
(incl. 
anchoring, 
mooring) 

Input or spread of 
non-indigenous 
species 
 
 
 

SE11 Strengthen cooperation with 
stakeholders in the development and 
implementation of sustainable 
biofouling management options to 
minimize the introduction of invasive 
aquatic species, the release of 
hazardous substances and 
microplastics from anti-fouling 
systems, as well as enhancing energy 
efficiency. 
 
(Intersessional proposal by DK, DE, FI 
and RU) 

Measure Biofouling is one of the main 
vectors for introductions of non-
indigenous species to the Baltic 
Sea. In addition to being effective, 
biofouling management options 
need to be sustainable with 
minimal release of hazardous 
substances and microplastics. Due 
to the prohibition of AFS containing 
organotin compounds, there is still 
a need for new, effective and 
sustainable solutions that work for 
various ship types in a range of 
conditions.  

Reduced 
introductions of non-
indigenous species to 
the Baltic Sea via 
biofouling. Reduced 
harmful effects on 
the environment 
through release of 
hazardous 
substances, 
microplastics and air 
emissions from ships.  

Joint Maritime, 
JTG 
BALLAST & 
BIOFOULIN
G 

New sustainable 
biofouling 
management options 
in place and being 
used.  

Transport – 
shipping 
(incl. 
anchoring, 
mooring) 

Input or spread of 
non-indigenous 
species 
 
Input of heavy 
metals 
 
Input of litter (solid 
waste matter, 
including micro-
sized litter) 
 
Input of other 
substances (e.g. 
synthetic 
substances, non-
synthetic 
substances, 
radionuclides) — 
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Code Action Type of 
action 

Rationale Potential effect 
(if available) 

Implem
ented 
by 

Over-seeing 
WG/EG 

Indicator for 
achievement 

Activities Pressures 

diffuse sources, 
point sources, 
atmospheric 
deposition, acute 
events 

Pleasure boating 
SE16 Promote environmentally sustainable 

pleasure boating, including the use of 
best ecological practices through 
education and raising awareness of 
boat owners and the personnel of 
marinas and guest harbours. 
Promote also “green” marinas and 
guest harbours by e.g. introducing 
eco-labelling of marinas and 
developing guidance and best 
practice documents as a help for the 
marinas to reach criteria. 
 
(Intersessional proposal by DE and FI) 

Supportin
g action 

Although individual pleasure boats 
have a limited effect on the 
environment, the hundreds of 
thousands of boats being used in 
the Baltic Sea mean that the 
various harmful effects on the 
Baltic Sea environment (emissions, 
oil/fuel discharges, sewage, litter, 
AFS, noise, seabed disturbance 
etc.) are a concern to be 
addressed. Best practices, 
guidance, education and various 
incentives are therefore needed to 
address the different types of 
impacts that boats, marinas and 
guest harbours may have on the 
environment.  

 National
/Joint 

Maritime, 
JTG 
BALLAST & 
BIOFOULIN
G 

Best practices for 
pleasure boating, 
marinas and guest 
harbours adopted and 
promoted. 
Implementation of 
awareness raising 
campaigns. System(s) 
for eco-labelling 
“green” marinas and 
guest harbours in 
place (nationally or 
regionally).   

Tourism 
and leisure 
activities 
(boating, 
beach use, 
water 
sports, etc.) 
 
Tourism 
and leisure 
infrastructu
re (piers, 
marinas) 

Accidental 
pollution from 
maritime activities 
 
Input of heavy 
metals 
 
Input of TBT 
 
Input of litter (solid 
waste matter, 
including micro-
sized litter) 
 
Input of 
anthropogenic 
continuous noise 
 
Input of nitrogen 
— diffuse sources, 
point sources, 
atmospheric 
deposition 
 
Input of 
phosphorous — 
diffuse sources, 
point sources, 
atmospheric 
deposition 
 
Input or spread of 
non-indigenous 
species 
 
Physical 
disturbance to 
seabed (temporary 
or reversible) 
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Code Action Type of 
action 

Rationale Potential effect 
(if available) 

Implem
ented 
by 

Over-seeing 
WG/EG 

Indicator for 
achievement 

Activities Pressures 

 
Species 
disturbance (e.g. 
where they breed, 
rest and feed): 
human presence 

Pollution from ships 
SN03/
SN04 

Carry out a study and impact 
assessment, assessing the possible 
ways for cargo ships to deliver 
sewage to port reception facilities 
(PRF) or take treatment measures, 
using onboard treatment plants, 
before discharging it into the sea. 
Based on the results, take relevant 
action in making a decision on 
whether to widen the scope of the 
Baltic Sea Special Area regulations 
under MARPOL Annex IV to cover 
also sewage discharges from cargo 
ships. 
 
(Proposal by the Secretariat after 
HOD 59-2020) 

Measure The Baltic Sea was the first sea area 
in the world to receive the status of 
special area under MARPOL Annex 
IV (sewage). However, these 
regulations for sewage discharges 
still apply only for passenger ships. 
The current MARPOL Annex IV 
regulations applicable to other 
than passenger ships do not 
include requirements to reduce 
nutrients from sewage to be 
discharged into the sea.    
 
Given the fact that sewage from all 
ships contains nutrients, such as 
phosphorus and nitrogen, which 
aggravate algal blooms and other 
symptoms of eutrophication, one 
of the main environmental 
concerns in the Baltic Sea area, 
such regulations should be applied 
also to cargo ships with regard to 
discharges of sewage. 
 
A study and impact assessment is 
needed in order to make an 
informed decision on whether 
sewage regulations from cargo 
ships should be regulated more 
stringently in the Baltic Sea. 

Reduced nutrient 
input to the Baltic Sea 
from ship’s sewage. 
 
If the regulations 
currently only 
imposed on 
passenger ships 
would be 
implemented also for 
cargo ships, at least 
70% reduction of 
nitrogen input and at 
least 80% reduction 
of phosphorous input 
would be achieved, if 
a cargo ship would 
use a sewage 
treatment plant on 
board and discharges 
treated sewage into 
the sea. For ships 
discharging sewage to 
port reception 
facilities, 100% of the 
nutrient input to the 
sea would be 
eliminated.  

Joint Maritime Study and impact 
assessment 
conducted. If 
appropriate, relevant 
action taken to widen 
the scope of the 
MARPOL Annex IV 
special area regulation 
to cover also sewage 
discharges from cargo 
ships.  

Transport – 
shipping 
(incl. 
anchoring, 
mooring) 
 

Input of nitrogen 
— diffuse sources, 
point sources, 
atmospheric 
deposition 
 
Input of 
phosphorous — 
diffuse sources, 
point sources, 
atmospheric 
deposition 
 
Input of organic 
matter — diffuse 
sources and point 
sources 

SN05/
SN06 

Carry out a study and impact 
assessment, assessing the volume 
and potential harmful effects of grey 

Measure Annex IV of the MARPOL 
Convention sets ambitious 
standards for sewage discharges, in 

Reduced nutrient and 
chemical input from 
ships in the Baltic Sea.  

Joint Maritime Study and impact 
assessment 
conducted. If 

Transport – 
shipping 
(incl. 

Input of organic 
matter — diffuse 
sources and point 
sources 
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Code Action Type of 
action 

Rationale Potential effect 
(if available) 

Implem
ented 
by 

Over-seeing 
WG/EG 

Indicator for 
achievement 

Activities Pressures 

water and the possibilities for ships 
to deliver it to port reception 
facilities or take treatment measures 
using onboard treatment plants, 
before discharging it into the sea. 
Based on the results, take relevant 
action in making a decision on 
whether and how to manage grey 
water discharges from ships. 
 
(Proposal by DG BSAP 5-2021) 

particular for passenger ships, but 
discharges of grey water into the 
sea is not regulated for any ships. 
Discharges of grey water are 
nevertheless known to contain 
food wastes, detergents etc. 
contributing to both nutrient and 
chemical input to the Baltic Sea. In 
order to assess the impacts of such 
discharges in the vulnerable Baltic 
Sea, a study is needed to facilitate 
making an informed decision on 
relevant actions to be taken on 
whether and how to manage grey 
water discharges from ships.   
 

If the regulations 
currently only 
imposed on sewage 
discharges from 
passenger ships 
would be 
implemented also for 
grey water discharges 
from ships, at least 
70% reduction of 
nitrogen input and at 
least 80% reduction 
of phosphorous input 
would be achieved, if 
a ship would use a 
sewage treatment 
plant on board and 
discharge treated 
grey water into the 
sea. 

appropriate, relevant 
action taken to 
regulate grey water 
discharges from ships 
in the Baltic Sea.  

anchoring, 
mooring) 
 

 
Input of nitrogen 
— diffuse sources, 
point sources, 
atmospheric 
deposition 
 
Input of 
phosphorous — 
diffuse sources, 
point sources, 
atmospheric 
deposition 
 

SN07 Develop a Roadmap to reduce the 
input of pollutants from Exhaust Gas 
Cleaning System discharge waters, as 
a minimum in line with existing EU 
legislation, taking into consideration 
the precautionary principle and the 
outcome of IMO work. 

Supportin
g measure 

After introduction of more 
stringent sulphur limits for ships’ 
fuel through MARPOL Annex VI, the 
use of EGCS has become more 
common. EGCS discharge water 
can have negative impacts on 
sensitive Baltic Sea ecosystems 
which is indicated in a number of 
studies, showing that discharge 
water contains heavy metals such 
as vanadium, nickel, copper, zinc 
and lead. In addition, EGCS 
discharge water contains oil 
residues and polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons (PAHs). 
 
Possible steps to be included in the 
Roadmap could be for example:  
− Actively engage in IMO 
negotiations with all relevant 

 Joint Maritime Roadmap developed 
and adopted. 

Transport – 
shipping 
(incl. 
anchoring, 
mooring) 
 

Input of other 
substances (e.g. 
synthetic 
substances, non-
synthetic 
substances, 
radionuclides) — 
diffuse sources, 
point sources, 
atmospheric 
deposition, acute 
events 
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Rationale Potential effect 
(if available) 

Implem
ented 
by 

Over-seeing 
WG/EG 

Indicator for 
achievement 

Activities Pressures 

stakeholders on the issue and make 
sure that differences between sea 
areas are taken into account in the 
negotiations  
− Gather information and produce 
research on the impact of 
discharge water on the Baltic Sea 
environment   
− Based on the gathered 
information and the IMO process, 
consider the need for future steps 
and eventually identify concrete 
actions on reducing negative 
effects of discharge water from 
EGCS in the Baltic Sea Area in order 
for the Roadmap to have any 
effect. 

SN08 Enhancing the use of alternative fuels 
and sources of energy in shipping as 
well as enhancing the use of 
digitalization and other innovations 
in technology to optimize energy 
efficiency in the Baltic Sea area with 
the view to decarbonise and 
depollute ships at the same time.  
 
(Proposal at DG BSAP 5-2021) 

Measure In order to reach the targets of the 
initial IMO strategy (2018) on 
reduction of GHG emissions from 
ships, it is crucial to enhance the 
use of alternative fuels and sources 
of energy such as LNG, biofuels, 
wind energy, hydrogen, battery 
technology and fuel cells. Likewise, 
it is crucial to utilize the full 
potential of new technology, 
digitalization and data economy to 
scale the results globally.   
 
Close regional co-operation is 
needed to maintain a level playing 
field and ensure an infrastructure 
and operational environment that 
encourages the transition to low-
carbon or zero-carbon propulsion.  
 
Research and development need to 
be promoted as well as the use of 
alternative fuels and other 

Reduced GHG 
emissions from ships 
in the Baltic Sea and 
beyond. 

Joint Maritime, 
Green Team 

Enhanced use of 
alternative fuels and 
sources of energy, as 
well other 
technological 
innovations to 
increase energy 
efficiency in Baltic Sea 
shipping. 
 
Agreed pathway 
forward to achieve 
carbon free Baltic Sea 
shipping by 2050 in 
line with the target of 
IMO. 
 

Transport – 
shipping 
(incl. 
anchoring, 
mooring) 
 

Input of other 
substances (e.g. 
synthetic 
substances, non-
synthetic 
substances, 
radionuclides) — 
diffuse sources, 
point sources, 
atmospheric 
deposition, acute 
events 
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Code Action Type of 
action 

Rationale Potential effect 
(if available) 

Implem
ented 
by 

Over-seeing 
WG/EG 

Indicator for 
achievement 

Activities Pressures 

propulsion methods, which are 
carbon-free or low-carbon, or 
which act as a pathway to the 
ultimate goal of carbon-free 
shipping. 
 
Measures to be considered include 
e.g. synchronizing port facilities 
(e.g. availability of LNG, onshore 
power, digitalization and 
optimization of port operations), 
environment based fairway dues 
and enhancing the role of 
digitalisation of shipping. 

SN09 Actively follow and contribute to the 
discussions at IMO on GHG emission 
reduction and ensure that ice 
navigation and its special 
requirements are taken duly into 
account. Ensure, through the work of 
HELCOM Green Team, that shipping 
in the Baltic Sea area meets targets 
of the IMO GHG strategy while at the 
same time not impairing efforts on 
air pollution reduction or on other 
environmental compartments.  
 
(Proposal at DG BSAP 5-2021) 

Measure It is estimated that total emissions 
of CO2 from IMO-registered vessels 
in the Baltic Sea region was about 
15.7 million tonnes in 2018.  
 
Through HELCOM and its Green 
Team, CPs should work on ways of 
meeting the IMO targets to reduce 
GHG emissions from shipping while 
avoiding other negative effect on 
the environment as a result. Active 
contribution is also needed in the 
context of IMO negotiations to 
ensure that the special conditions 
of the Baltic Sea, such as ice 
conditions, are taken into account 
in the development of tools to 
reduce GHG emissions from ships 
on the global level.  

Reduced GHG 
emissions from ships 
in the Baltic Sea and 
beyond, while 
avoiding other 
negative effects on 
the environment or 
ship safety in Baltic 
Sea conditions.  

Joint Maritime, 
Green Team 

Baltic Sea shipping 
meets IMO’s GHG 
emission reduction 
targets. Baltic Sea 
conditions taken into 
account in IMO work 
on reducing GHG 
emissions.  

Transport – 
shipping 
(incl. 
anchoring, 
mooring) 
 

Input of other 
substances (e.g. 
synthetic 
substances, non-
synthetic 
substances, 
radionuclides) — 
diffuse sources, 
point sources, 
atmospheric 
deposition, acute 
events 

SN10 Ensure the no-special-fee system for 
marine litter applies to all passively 
fished waste. 
 
(Version for HOD 59-2020) 

Measure Recommendation 28E/10 
addresses marine litter caught in 
fishing nets, to be included in the 
no-special-fee system. However, 
this provision of the 
Recommendation is currently not 
implemented effectively around 

Reduced marine litter 
in the Baltic Sea. 

National
/Joint 

Maritime, 
CP PRF 

All ports in the Baltic 
Sea allow delivery of 
waste and litter 
caught by fishermen 
without charging a 
fee.  

Transport – 
shipping 
(incl. 
anchoring, 
mooring) 
 

Input of litter (solid 
waste matter, 
including micro-
sized litter) 
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by 
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the Baltic Sea. In order to reduce 
marine litter in the Baltic Sea, it 
needs to be ensured that fishing 
vessels deliver all waste materials 
and litter caught to port reception 
facilities without incurring any 
additional costs.  

SN11/
SN12 

Carry out a study and impact 
assessment to estimate and evaluate 
the volumes and impact of 
discharges of residues of noxious 
liquid substances contained in cargo 
tank washing waters under MARPOL 
Annex II into the Baltic Sea. Based on 
the results, take relevant action on 
whether and how to further limit 
discharges of residues of noxious 
liquid substances contained in cargo 
tank washing waters under MARPOL 
Annex II into the Baltic Sea.   
 
(Proposal by DG BSAP SEA 5-2021) 

Measure MARPOL Annex II allows certain 
discharges of residues of noxious 
liquid substances from cargo tank 
washing waters. The volumes and 
impacts need to be assessed to 
allow informed decision making on 
whether and how to limit such 
discharges.  

Reduced discharges 
of noxious substances 
in the Baltic Sea 

Joint Maritime Study and impact 
assessment 
conducted. If 
appropriate, relevant 
action taken to limit 
discharges of cargo 
tank washing waters 
containing residues of 
noxious liquid 
substances in the 
Baltic Sea.  

Transport – 
shipping 
(incl. 
anchoring, 
mooring) 
 

Input of other 
substances (e.g. 
synthetic 
substances, non-
synthetic 
substances, 
radionuclides) — 
diffuse sources, 
point sources, 
atmospheric 
deposition, acute 
events. 
 
Input of nitrogen 
— diffuse sources, 
point sources, 
atmospheric 
deposition. 
 
Input of 
phosphorous — 
diffuse sources, 
point sources, 
atmospheric 
deposition. 

SN13 Study the adequacy and use of port 
reception facilities (PRF) for MARPOL 
Annex V cargo residues and, based 
on this information, ensure adequate 
PRFs in Baltic Sea ports for cargo 
residues classified as non-HME 
substances under MARPOL Annex V 
and further ensure incentives for 
ships to use them. 
 

Measure In accordance with MARPOL Annex 
V, cargo tank washing waters with 
dry bulk cargo residues may be 
discharged to the sea if the cargo 
was not classified as harmful to the 
marine environment, but only if 
adequate PRF to receive such 
waters are not available. Cargoes 
not classified as harmful may 
nevertheless include nutrients and 

Reduced input of 
nutrients and other 
substances with 
harmful effects on 
the Baltic Sea 
environment.  

Joint Maritime, 
CP PRF 

Study on PRF 
adequacy conducted. 
Adequate PRF in 
relevant ports in place 
and being used by 
ships to discharge 
washing waters 
containing dry bulk 
cargo residues.  

Transport – 
shipping 
(incl. 
anchoring, 
mooring) 
 

Input of other 
substances (e.g. 
synthetic 
substances, non-
synthetic 
substances, 
radionuclides) — 
diffuse sources, 
point sources, 
atmospheric 
deposition, acute 
events. 
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(Proposal by the Secretariat after 
HOD 59-2020) 

other substances that have harmful 
effects on the sensitive Baltic Sea 
environment. The adequacy of PRF 
in Baltic Sea ports should be 
studied and relevant actions taken 
to ensure that ships do not 
discharge such tank washings into 
the Baltic Sea  

 
Input of nitrogen 
— diffuse sources, 
point sources, 
atmospheric 
deposition. 
 
Input of 
phosphorous — 
diffuse sources, 
point sources, 
atmospheric 
deposition. 

SN14/
SN15 

Develop and adopt a HELCOM 
Recommendation to encourage 
voluntary agreements on delivering 
all food waste from ships to port 
reception facilities. Develop a 
Roadmap to minimize and, if 
appropriate, prohibit the discharges 
of food waste into the Baltic Sea. 
 
(Proposal by the Secretariat after 
HOD 59-2020) 

Measure According to MARPOL Annex V 
food waste may be discharged into 
the Baltic Sea from ships en route 
more than 12nm from the nearest 
land. Food wastes, however, 
contains nutrients that contribute 
to the eutrophication of the Baltic 
Sea.  
 
Through the envisaged 
Recommendation, environmental 
awareness should be raised and 
ships are to be encouraged to 
implement higher standards than 
those required under MARPOL and 
deliver all food wastes to PRF.  
 
A Roadmap should be developed. 
to investigate and analyze whether 
regulatory amendment to MARPOL 
Annex V is needed and if so, 
prepare a joint submission to IMO. 
 
Adequacy of PRF and application of 
the no-special-fee system for food 
waste should also be ensured in 
Baltic Sea ports.  

Reduced discharges 
of food waste into the 
Baltic Sea, and 
thereby reduced 
nutrient input and 
reduced 
eutrophication.  

Joint Maritime Adoption of a 
HELCOM 
Recommendation to 
encourage voluntary 
agreements on 
delivering all food 
waste from ships to 
port reception 
facilities. 
 
Adoption of a 
Roadmap to minimize 
and, if appropriate, 
prohibit the 
discharges of food 
waste into the Baltic 
Sea. 

Transport – 
shipping 
(incl. 
anchoring, 
mooring) 
 

Input of litter (solid 
waste matter, 
including micro-
sized litter) 
 
Input of nitrogen 
— diffuse sources, 
point sources, 
atmospheric 
deposition 
 
Input of 
phosphorous — 
diffuse sources, 
point sources, 
atmospheric 
deposition. 
 
Input of organic 
matter — diffuse 
sources and point 
sources 
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SN16 Introduction of best technologies, 
techniques and practices (BAT/BEP) 
to minimize nutrient losses from dry 
bulk fertilizer storage and handling in 
ports in the Baltic Sea region. 
 
(Proposal by DG BSAP SEA 2-2021) 

Measure Nutrients lost in the storage and 
handling of dry bulk fertilizers in 
Baltic Sea ports represents a major 
source of nutrient pollution which 
is insufficiently addressed.  

Reduced input of 
nutrients into the 
Baltic Sea, leading to 
reduced 
eutrophication.  

Joint Maritime BAT/BEP in place to 
minimize nutrient 
losses from dry bulk 
fertilizer storage and 
handling in relevant 
Baltic Sea ports.  

Transport – 
shipping 
(incl. 
anchoring, 
mooring) 
 

Input of nitrogen 
— diffuse sources, 
point sources, 
atmospheric 
deposition 
 
Input of 
phosphorous — 
diffuse sources, 
point sources, 
atmospheric 
deposition. 

SN17 Work towards securing ship financing 
and innovation funding and to ensure 
maritime transport components in 
applicable funding mechanisms. 
 
(Proposal by the Secretariat after 
HOD 59-2020) 

Measure Development of new 
environmental regulations for 
shipping reduces the burden of 
shipping activities on the marine 
environment but often requires 
investments from ship owners. 
Some regulations only apply to new 
ships. There are many 
technological solutions for 
compliance. However, many of 
them entail additional investment 
costs at the time of building of the 
ship. 
 
Funding for such green 
technologies used onboard ships 
could be made available e.g. as 
follows:  
-CPs that are also EU Member 
States encourage banks in their 
countries to sign the European 
Investment Bank´s (EIB) Green Ship 
Guarantee programme  
- All CPs explore other similar 
preferential arrangements for 
environmental ship investments. 

Reduced emissions 
from ships in the 
Baltic Sea.  

National Maritime, 
Green Team 

Ship financing and 
innovation funding for 
green technologies in 
place in all HELCOM 
Contracting Parties.  

Transport – 
shipping 
(incl. 
anchoring, 
mooring) 
 
Transport – 
air, 
including 
infrastructu
re is also 
included 

Input of other 
substances (e.g. 
synthetic 
substances, non-
synthetic 
substances, 
radionuclides) — 
diffuse sources, 
point sources, 
atmospheric 
deposition, acute 
events. 
 
Input of nitrogen 
— diffuse sources, 
point sources, 
atmospheric 
deposition 
 
Input of 
phosphorous — 
diffuse sources, 
point sources, 
atmospheric 
deposition. 

SN18 Enable onshore power in the Baltic 
Sea region by promoting onshore 
power supply availability and 

Measure By enabling ships to utilize onshore 
power supply (OPS) while in port, 

Reduced emissions 
from ships in ports, 
leading to reduced 

National
, Joint 

Maritime OPS widely available 
in Baltic Sea Ports. 

Transport – 
shipping 
(incl. 

Input of other 
substances (e.g. 
synthetic 
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by 
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ensuring initial economic incentives 
for onshore power supply. 
 
(Proposal by the Secretariat after 
HOD 59-2020) 

ships are able to turn off their 
engines.  
 
Measures to consider in achieving 
more widespread use of onshore 
power could include:  
- Reduced or removed tax rates on 
OPS in ports; 
- Reduced port fees for ships using 
OPS in ports; 
- Funding or subsidies from 
governments to ports for the 
installation of OPS nfrastructure;  
- Promoting the use of electric 
power from renewable sources of 
energy in ports like wind, solar or 
hydro power; and 
- Promoting a green port 
certification scheme for ports 
which offer OPS for ships by 
renewable sources of energy.   

input of NOx, SOx, 
PM and GHG. Further 
effects are reduction 
of health hazards to 
populations in port 
cities through cleaner 
air and reduced noise 
from ships’ engines.  

Incentives in place for 
ships to utilize OPS.  

anchoring, 
mooring) 
 
Transport – 
air, 
including 
infrastructu
re is also 
included. 

substances, non-
synthetic 
substances, 
radionuclides) — 
diffuse sources, 
point sources, 
atmospheric 
deposition, acute 
events. 
 
Input of nitrogen 
— diffuse sources, 
point sources, 
atmospheric 
deposition 
 
Input of 
phosphorous — 
diffuse sources, 
point sources, 
atmospheric 
deposition. 

SE12 Develop and facilitate 
implementation of feasible and 
effective economic incentives to 
reduce pollution from ships, taking 
into account HELCOM 
Recommendation 28E/13 as 
amended 19 June 2019. 
 
(Version for HOD 59-2020) 

Measure Recommendation 28E/13, as 
amended, has not yet been 
implemented by most CPs. 
However, economic incentives 
have a significant potential to 
reduce pollution from ships, 
beyond what is required by the 
existing regulatory framework.  

Reduced pollution 
from ships (emissions, 
discharges etc.). 

National Maritime, 
Green Team 

Ongoing action. Transport – 
shipping 
(incl. 
anchoring, 
mooring) 
 

Input of other 
substances (e.g. 
synthetic 
substances, non-
synthetic 
substances, 
radionuclides) — 
diffuse sources, 
point sources, 
atmospheric 
deposition, acute 
events. 
 
Input of nitrogen 
— diffuse sources, 
point sources, 
atmospheric 
deposition 
 
Input of 
phosphorous — 
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diffuse sources, 
point sources, 
atmospheric 
deposition. 

SE13 Develop a Roadmap to strengthen 
the implementation and 
enforcement of the Baltic Sea NOx 
Emission Control area by [2023] 
based on experience and lessons 
learned. The roadmap should also 
include monitoring of NOx reduction 
and linked evolution of air pollution 
and sea eutrophication in the area as 
of 2025. 
 
(Proposal at DG BSAP 5-2021) 

Supportin
g action 

The Tier III NOx emission standard 
of MARPOL Annex VI applies in the 
Baltic Sea NECA for new ships 
constructed from 1.1.2021. A 
Roadmap should be developed to 
monitor NOx reduction and its 
effects on the environment, and to 
strengthen the implementation 
and enforcement of the 
regulations.   

 Joint Maritime Roadmap to 
strengthen the 
implementation and 
enforcement of the 
Baltic Sea NECA 
adopted.   

Transport – 
shipping 
(incl. 
anchoring, 
mooring) 
 

Input of other 
substances (e.g. 
synthetic 
substances, non-
synthetic 
substances, 
radionuclides) — 
diffuse sources, 
point sources, 
atmospheric 
deposition, acute 
events 

SE14 Enforce the requirements of the 
Baltic Sea Special Area under 
MARPOL Annex IV and continuously 
ensure the availability of adequate 
port reception facilities in passenger 
ports in the Baltic Sea Area taking 
into account the “Technical Guidance 
for the handling of wastewater in 
Ports of the Baltic Sea Special Area 
under MARPOL Annex IV”. 
 
(Version for HOD 59-2020) 

Measure The Baltic Sea special area under 
MARPOL Annex IV will take effect 
for the majority of passenger ships 
on 1 June 2021. Particular attention 
is therefore needed on the 
enforcement of the associated 
requirements and ensuring that 
adequate PRF are in place.  

 National
, Joint 

Maritime, 
CP PRF 

Ongoing action Transport – 
shipping 
(incl. 
anchoring, 
mooring) 
 

Input of organic 
matter — diffuse 
sources and point 
sources 
 
Input of nitrogen 
— diffuse sources, 
point sources, 
atmospheric 
deposition 
 
Input of 
phosphorous — 
diffuse sources, 
point sources, 
atmospheric 
deposition 

SE15 Continue the dialogue established by 
the Baltic Sea Platform for Green 
Technology and Alternative fuels in 
shipping (HELCOM GREEN TEAM) and 
work jointly in co-operation with 
other regional governmental and 
non-governmental organizations, the 
industry and research community, to 
further promote development and 

Supportin
g action 

This action supports actions SN08, 
SN09 SN17, SN18 and SE12 in 
emphasizing the need for an active 
dialogue between HELCOM and its 
CPs, other regional governmental 
and non-governmental 
organizations, the industry and 
research community, to further 
promote development and use of 

 Joint Maritime, 
Green Team 

Ongoing action Transport – 
shipping 
(incl. 
anchoring, 
mooring) 
 

Input of other 
substances (e.g. 
synthetic 
substances, non-
synthetic 
substances, 
radionuclides) — 
diffuse sources, 
point sources, 
atmospheric 
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use of green technologies and 
alternative fuels, in order to reduce 
harmful exhaust gas emissions and to 
strive for clean and low-carbon 
shipping. 
 
(Version for HOD 59-2020) 

green technologies and alternative 
fuels, in order to reduce harmful 
exhaust gas emissions and to strive 
for clean and low-carbon shipping. 
 

deposition, acute 
events 

Underwater noise 
SE24/ 
SN26 

Identify and implement mitigation 
measures according to existing Best 
Environmental Practice and Best 
Available Technique for continuous 
and impulsive noise in the Baltic Sea 
as soon as they become available, 
but at the latest by [2023]. 
 
(Proposal by the Secretariat after 
HOD 59-2020) 

Measure Technical and operational 
mitigation is a way to immediately 
reduce pressures by noise 
emissions on individuals affected. 
This action aims at the 
identification and implementation 
of Best Available Technique (BAT) 
and Best Environmental Practice 
(BEP) for activities which produce 
underwater noise.  

Reduce pressures by 
noise emissions on 
individual organisms 
affected 

Joint Maritime, 
Pressure, 
EN-Noise 

BAT and BET identified 
and implemented at 
the latest by [2023] 

Fish and 
shellfish 
harvesting 
(bottom-
touching 
towed 
gears, 
professiona
l, 
recreationa
l)  
Tourism 
and leisure 
activities 
(boating, 
beach use, 
water 
sports, etc.) 
Transport – 
shipping 
(incl. 
anchoring, 
mooring) 
 
Marine and 
coastal 
constructio
n 
Research, 
survey and 
educational 
activities 

Input of 
anthropogenic 
continuous noise 
Input of 
anthropogenic 
impulsive noise 
Species 
disturbance (e.g. 
where they 
breed, rest and 
feed): human 
presence 
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(seismic 
surveys, 
fish 
surveys) 

SN27 Actively support and contribute to 
the ongoing discussions on 
underwater noise at IMO. 
 
(Proposal by the Secretariat after 
HOD 59-2020) 

Supportin
g action 

Commercial shipping is 
internationally regulated through 
IMO, but although noise has been 
recognized as a pollutant by the 
United Nations (IISD 2018), there is 
currently no legally binding 
international regulation in force. 
The IMO released a non-mandatory 
guideline in 2014 for reducing noise 
from ships mainly by design criteria 
and technical measures, as well as 
suggesting operational measures 
and re-routeing to avoid sensitive 
areas (MEPC.1/Circ.833). HELCOM 
has an important role to support, 
as well as inform the ongoing IMO 
process through different measures 
and actions at different levels. 

 Joint Maritime, 
EN-Noise 

Implementation of 
connected action n. 30 
in the Regional Action 
Plan on Underwater 
Noise. 

Transport – 
shipping 
(incl. 
anchoring, 
mooring) 
 

Input of 
anthropogenic 
continuous noise 
Species 
disturbance (e.g. 
where they breed, 
rest and feed): 
human presence 

SN28 Work towards regionally coordinated 
actions on underwater noise, aiming 
in the long term towards addressing 
adverse effects of underwater noise 
on marine species identified as 
sensitive to noise, whilst 
safeguarding the potential of the 
Baltic Sea for sustainable human 
activities by: 
 
a) Supporting a swift implementation 
of the Regional Action Plan on 
Underwater Noise. 
b) Initiating and supporting pilot 
projects to study efficacy of vessel 
slow down, re-routeing and other 
operational measures, on noise 
emissions and responses of target 

Measure Achievement of HELCOM 
Ministerial Meeting (2018) 
objectives on underwater noise. 

Reduce pressures by 
noise emissions on 
individual organisms 
affected 

 Pressure,  
Maritime, 
EN-Noise 

Implementation of the 
Regional Action Plan 
on Underwater Noise. 

Transport – 
shipping 
(incl. 
anchoring, 
mooring) 
Fish and 
shellfish 
harvesting 
(bottom-
touching 
towed 
gears, 
professiona
l, 
recreationa
l)  
Tourism 
and leisure 

Input of 
anthropogenic 
continuous noise 
Input of 
anthropogenic 
impulsive noise 
Species 
disturbance (e.g. 
where they breed, 
rest and feed): 
human presence 
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species by the end of [20XX]. Results 
are to be communicated to IMO for 
follow-up and further action. 
c) Mapping the contribution of 
leisure boats to the noise in the 
marine environment; supporting 
studies on efficiency of mitigation 
measures, such as speed limitations 
and time-area restrictions; and  
studies on impact from echo 
sounders and fish-finders. Based on 
available evidence and new results, 
developing guidelines for 
implementing regulation to reduce 
impact on sensitive species. 
Simultaneously developing common 
standards for underwater noise 
emissions of engines, echo-sounders 
and fish finders, which can be utilized 
in national regulation of activities in 
MPAs and other noise sensitive 
areas. 
 
(Proposal by the Secretariat after 
HOD 59-2020) 

activities 
(boating, 
beach use, 
water 
sports, etc.) 
Marine and 
coastal 
constructio
n 
Research, 
survey and 
educational 
activities 
(seismic 
surveys, 
fish 
surveys) 

 


	Background
	Action requested

